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IEVUES RTI applications received by a public authority regarding information
conceming other public authority / public authorities.
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No.10/2/2008-IR | y¢ w008
Idiaisioual mfn":.; b &P m'
o nel, Public Grievainces & Pensions o 2
N Department of Personne! & Training : ﬁ'% & e 33
North-Blogk, D;lm

Dated: the 12" June, zuoa

OFFIGE MEMORANDUM

Subject: RTI applications received by a public authority regarding information *
coneerning other public authority/authorities.

e w

It has ‘oeen brought to the notice of this Department that requests are madeé to
the public authorities under the Right to Information Act for, pieces:of information
which do nit concern those public authorities. Some fimes, such an information is
sought, a patt.or no part of which is available with-the public authority to which the
applicatior: is made and remalning or whole of the information concerns another
public authority or many othér public authorities. A question has atisen as to how to
dezal with suih cases.

2. ‘Bection 6(1) of the RTI Act, 2005 provides that a person who desires to obtain
any information shall make a request to the public information officer (PIO) of the
concexmed public authority. Section 8(3) provides that where an application is made
to a public authority requesting for any information which is held by ancther public
authority or the subject matter of which is mére ¢losely connected with the functions
of another public authority, the public authority to which such applicaticn is made,
shall transfer the application to that other public authority. A careful reading of the
provisions of sub-section {1) and sub-section(3) of Section 6, suggests that the Act
reciuires an information sesker to address the application fo the PIO of the
‘conoemed-publio-authority'. However, there may. be cases. in which a person of ...
orginary pruclence may believe that the piece of information sought by him/her wouid
tve available with the public authority'to which he/she has addressed the appiication,
¢ out is actually heid by some another public authority. In such cases, the applicant
makes a borafide mistake of addrassing the application to the PIO of a wrong public
authority, On the other hand where an applicant addresses the epplicatijpn to the
PIO of a pullic authority, which to & person of ordinary prudence, would not appear
to -be -the concern of that public authority, the applicant does not fulfill his
responsibility of addressing the application to the ‘cancerned public authority’.
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