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Hon’ble Mr. Justice Akil Kurehi & Mr. Justice J. B. Pardiwala, Division Bench of Gujarat
High court upheld the decision/resolution of the Standing Committee of dtd. 24/04/2013 taken to
raise and revise the market fee/ license fee/ stall fee/ slaughter fee etc and disposed off PIL (WP) No.
158/2013.

Petitioner Sarvar Husain Gulam Mohammad Nagad and Ibrahim Haji Husain Chichi have
challenged the Standing committee Resolution No. 869/2013 and General board Resolution No.
428/2013 of 24/04/2013 of the Corporation, whereby the standing committee has revised the rate of
the stall/license fee for the mutton/beef/fish and vegetable markets. The petitioners have challenged
the revised license fee tariff on the ground that they are exorbitant and increased by 15% of the
Jantri value.

The surat Municipal Corporation, on receipt of notice entered its appearance and appeared
through empanelled Advocate Shri Daval Nanavati, who vehemently opposed the Writ Petition
(PIL) on the ground that the Corporation has power under the provisions of the BPMC Act to revise
the license fee and more particularly such revision is taking place after two decades of the last
market/license fee was revised in the year 1992 and since then the 1992 rates were never changed
considering the overall price rise, the corporation is absolutely within its right to raise and revise the
license fee, because the corporation is charging the stall fee for using the stalls in the market and also
providing repairs and maintenance, daily sanitary and conservancy services, electricity, water
supply, solid waste disposal and disinfection.

Moreover, Corporation is providing all the basic facilities and amenities which are required
and desired for the wholesome production and sale of meat, fish, fruits and vegetables etc., at
slaughter houses and the municipal markets. The corporation is also maintaining the general hygiene
on the regular basis and all the shop-keepers are enjoying such facilities for their gainful business, so
the revision of the market /license fee ten times from the rates fixed in the year, 1992 is negligible and
reasonable compared to the license fee and the stall rent at the private places like public malls and
the public shopping complex. The Advocate for the Petitioners Shri B. S. Patel relied on the Supreme
Court judgment in AIR 2004 SC 1815 and 2011 (13) SCC, 446 during the arguments.

The Hon’ble Division Bench comprising of Hon’ble Mr. Justice Akil Kureshi and Mr. Justice
J.B. Pardiwala, after considering the relevant submissions of Surat Municipal corporation so
canvassed, accepted the version of the Corporation and dismissed the Writ Petition (PIL) by
justifying the revised rates so fixed on 24/04/2013 by the General Board of the Surat Municipal
Corporation, Surat.

Market Department has already issued a circular to all concerns to enforce the order of the
Division Bench of Hon’ble High Court of Gujarat with immediate effect and recover the daily
market fee/ monthly stall fee amount from the vendors/ stall holders as per the revised rate of dtd.
24/04/2013 and instructed them to issue the notices to all monthly stall fee holders of meat and
vegetables markets to pay difference of amount of their monthly stall fee with effect from
01/06/2013.
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