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PRESS NOTE

“Solar Equinox Day”: A Mega Event on Rooftop

Solar Energy for Surat Smart City

In-order to meet the 40GWp rooftop solar aim set by the Ministry of New and Renewable
Energy (MNRE), Government of India (GOI) by 2022, and target perceived by the Gujarat
Energy Development Agency (GEDA), Government of Gujarat to install rooftop solar PV
power plants in 1,00,000 households in the state of Gujarat; Surat Municipal Corporation
(SMCQ) is going to shoulder aforesaid initiative through a mega-launch of “Solar Equinox
Day” on September 22 2016 in Auditorium Hall, Science Centre, City Light, Surat, Gujarat.

During this inauguration programmes, MLAs of Surat Smart City, Chairman of Gujarat
Housing Board, Deputy Mayor, Surat Municipal Corporation (SMC), Chairman (Standing
Committee), Chairman (Light & Fire Ext. Committee), Chairman of Different Committees of
SMC, Representative of GEDA, Addl. General Manager of SECI Limited, Director of TERI,
Representatives of Torrent Power Limited (TPL) and Dakshin Gujarat Vij Company Limited
(DGVCL), Members of Solar Stakeholders Committee, Members of various Industry

Associations etc.

Today, during the auspicious “Solar Equinox Day”, Hon’ble Mayor of Surat Municipal
Corporation (with aforementioned dignitaries) has inaugurated this topical event through
the official launching of following first-of-kind ICT initiatives and other promotional

materials to promote rooftop solar in the City of Surat:

Starting to receive Online Application Forms for Roof Top Solar Power Plants
Launching of Informative Solar web site and mobile App.

Launching of solar Guide Book on Rooftop Solar Energy;

Engagement of “‘Solar Friends’ across the City, and

Opening of Solar Exhibition.

For residential sector, GEDA has discovered INR 69,000 per kWp through open tender for
installation of rooftop solar in the state of Gujarat. Out of that INR 20,700 (i.e., 30%) will be
provided by the MNRE, Govt. of India and additional INR 10,000 would be provided by the
GEDA, Govt. of Gujarat. Therefore, out of the total cost of 69,000 for 1 kWp, INR 30,700 of

subsidy will be available to the residential sector within Surat.




Citizens of Surat (including Residential, Institutional, Commercial, Industrial, Govt. offices,
societies etc.) can log into www.suratsolar.suratmunicipal.gov.in to submit their
applications from today till October 31st, 2016. Then, SMC will aggregate all those
applications received by October 31st and will be forwarded to the GEDA. Further
installation work will be carried-out by the empaneled agencies under GEDA and SECI.

Mayor of Surat Municipal Corporation emphasized on climate change, and benefits of solar
energy to mitigate the environmental pollution. Mayor has also indicated the subsidy
available to ‘Suratis’ from the Central and State Government. Mayor further urged the
citizens of Surat Smart City to utilize the maximum benefits of this subsidy and install
rooftop solar power plants across the city. Mayor has also requested the citizens of Surat

(including youth) to visit the ‘Solar Exhibition” organized at the Science Centre to

understand more benefits of solar energy from Sept. 22-23rd.
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