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‘Para-35 At this juncture, it is necessary to clear some misconceptions
about the RTI Act. The RTI Act provides access to all information that is
available and existing. This is clear from a combined reading of section 3
and the definitions of ‘information’ and ‘right to information’ under clauses (f)
and (j) of section 2 of the Act. If a public authority has any information in
the form of data or analyzed data, or abstracts, or statistics, an applicant
may access such information, subject to the exemptions in section 8 of the
Act. But where the information sought is not a part of the record of a public
authority, and where such information is not required to be maintained
under any law or the rules or regulations of the public authority, the Act
does not cast an obligation upon the public authority, to collect or collate
such non available information and then furnish it to an applicant. A public
authority is also not required to furnish information which require drawing of
inferences and/or making of assumptions. It is also not required to provide
‘advice’ or ‘opinion’ to an applicant, nor required to obtain and furnish any
‘opinion’ or ‘advice’ to an applicant. The reference to ‘opinion’ or ‘advice’ in
the definition of ‘information’ in section 2(f) of the Act, only refers to such
material available in the records of the public authority. Many public
authorities have, as a public relation exercise, provide advice, guidance and
opinion to the citizens. But that is purely voluntary and should not be
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confused with any obligation under the RTI Act.”

“Para-37 Indiscriminate and impractical demands or directions under RTI
Act for disclosure of all and sundry information (unrelated to transparency
and accountability in the functioning of public authorities and eradication of
corruption) would be counter-productive as it will adversely affect the
efficiency of the administration and result in the executive getting bogged
down with the non-productive work of collecting and furnishing
information. The Act should not be allowed to be misused or abused, to
become a tool to obstruct the national development and integration, or to
destroy the peace, tranquillity and harmony among its citizens. Nor should it
be converted into a tool of oppression or intimidation of honest officials
striving to do their duty. The nation does not want a scenario where 75% of
the staff of public authorities spends 75% of their time in collecting and
furnishing information to applicants instead of discharging their regular
duties. The threat of penalties under the RTI Act and the pressure of the
authorities under the RTI Act should not lead to employees of a public
authorities prioritizing “information furnishing', at the cost of their normal and
reqgular duties.”

(2) wMhusie galrl Aldla 24la 4or 9Uu /20444l dl.or/oe/R044 (The
Institute of Chartered Accountants of India Vs.Shaunak H. Satya
&Ors)-l sy UL 209 Y5IELAL UL .2 € Hi A Yoyl vladis saIHI
wdd 89:

" We however agree that it is necessary to make a distinction in regard to
information intended to bring transparency, to improve accountability and to
reduce corruption, falling under section 4(1)(b) and (c) and other
information which may not have a bearing on accountability or reducing
corruption. The competent authorities under the RTI Act will have to
maintain a proper balance so that while achieving transparency, the
demand for information does not reach unmanageable proportions affecting
other public interests, which include efficient operation of public authorities
and government, preservation of confidentiality of sensitive information and
optimum use of limited fiscal resources."

N N

BURLsd UL 6lR-2 & Hi 2uRURl s2dd 89 5 HI[Qdl 2uBs12 vBlaan-l
£3udloleAl $10 L 2ABAAHAT U [Aralu u1d dg < 214 d W2 sfE[aaudl
£3UA10L 2125194l SIAEL oYL YILAL MRAL oF1DH.

(3) 819512, 4dl [zel ¢all W.P(C) N0.845/2014%[ dl.ou/o /0¥ L RI6Y
VUUALHI 2UGAL Y5IELAL 520 . L oHL 1A Hoyol wAdlsd sAML 204 9,
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"10. Consequently, this Court deems it appropriate to refuse to exercise its
writ jurisdiction. Accordingly, present petition is dismissed. This Court is
also of the view that misuse of the RTI Act has to be appropriately dealt
with, otherwise the public would lose faith and confidence in this "sunshine
Act". A beneficent Statute, when made a tool for mischief and abuse must
be checked in accordance with law. A copy of this order is directed to be
sent by the Registry to Defence and Law Ministry, so that they may
examine the aspect of misuse of this Act, which confers very important and
valuable rights upon a citizen."

-~ N NN
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8 ¥, AU ARsRell H3YA [Qetdloll Anauge U Al gl HiolauHl
AAd gsMoll WA Guaou gadll, Heyad Qewdell Augesll
Assu AdUy cAlsoll WA AWscll vuucudl wad B. »é Hddl
A1l Qe yan Adld ad@sidlA 002 s2nad 8.
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L WA Gudot [Qalelell Bsd AUUldal At oldfoil-57s(l
WRYU(l (Aot dl, [Qatdl gt wRRAAHA sEH-5(1) Bal
Ul Miotal 1R A% URBSR IRl [AAd sRaUHl A oY oil- 57l
s1-(3)oll otasB AojAR, NSl WAl Assu @Qordl ealca
Rt R AlQl 1ol saHl wA slal i, d2 HB u@ sl
gll 1Y [Qewolell duausedl Assu Aoy dlsoll el Ascll
AU U UAA Slettell A1209L gLl UMl wAd HIE L 2ol ua
valrd” owplalHi ud 8.

WH Odl, Qatgl YUl GecAw s3d RAxet 3y
ol.52/202, ol ¢.29¢01 ol slA ol odur ¥y Aeelul
Qatelall Yo ust A1y, Al A8l WAl 2uucl el sl ug
AF A gUR WAL gL e MG st WA unel seunl
Uldcdl 932 Ul wu@sZl slRl dl.re/o1/0Usl unedl  o{lA
Yosolofl s(55cll wLAdLell tallol GUR % SRCUHL WAA B.

“<RWERS gll Aol sAIM Al 2Ac uR.R.2L Al 3u
ol.5/02Q dlluld YUl $A B ¥ ol FU W ULR,

(1) HBUl§ dladadlll A.ol.09¢ (ol U.ol.cY) &.4-US-¥3 AR
altell wlot stqeus ollaeus @ ot «ud WA 8 ® Usl slqeus
sllalleitsSe] cll.13/90/209001l A% Acllel Acdl dxlell Aclllou
R sllatels stqeus vdlal, dedlae sigeus dlal, Haayeus
slgelle Ydlaule] olld oUH €5 ELWA Sl }URY %Y Ucll, UM
£5d? cAlRUG Voll 3812 olltl 1.1¥1¥ cll.03/03/201¥ ol A%
ELHA UAA ¥ olltl cll.02/05/201¥ oll A% HIHAAERS, dacuwl
alRl 13U-Sl ofl Al wuRd o &a, Uil ay-2010 ol 8,
ARUERL{l WAL Ul ot fla ot olidiygR s3c B.

(2) ARA-1 ML WQUAA ARUY olltl ol.1¥1RY olliyR AUdl d [ela
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WA wRUERSl dlayeus sigeus dlal gl sas sAsell,
daclQle(l sIEHl AU wRY EUA $3c ¥ AUULA 3R AL wcl
Aulloll ll.R1/03/202ll §sH sHISAURAMUR.EL AUl o.2¥/202R
ol wRwelR8l gl AR 9 adell [QAdael udld wRY s &l
Any (Ao Hgl el wRULAA slReL cauell wlldl o dlal § Asll
UMMl 818 AssA YAl %Y A o SlA AU YEd
cl.R9/03/203R ol A% Yed UlAicll, AdLEY 1Y sl ARl
Al S8 WUR YRual 9 Avcll Hiotdl ol Ax wruadd &, UER
AUA uRY ([Adololl Y& Ul IQLEIMall WUR o2 scAl §5U
sclldl wWAA Boll ouM e5d gsHl ol ol. 22/05/2023 oll A%
ELHEA YAA Ual cll.10/09/R023 ol A% olltl YMIBlcl UMl WA,

(3) YRR Hi wQUAE sltdol sAs23{|, d@cllllell dl.R1/03/202R il
g5 sUls }URURI wUdld o1.¥/R022 WA AA  sléul
Al.1¢/0¥/R0 ol A% wHlot HEYA Rallell Ran-10¢(s) &60
Aot wRY EUA $Rcll, 3U ol ulR.AUR.EL Acfloet 3 ol.52/202
Ul 35U e Al wAd Boll YyaH Yed ARl W/01/0%3
Y5 sl AAA ARAULE GAdR Yecdlal ud yYed dlw
U/09/R0R¥ oll AY S 6l UR AclHl WA,

(4) URGUE cll.RO/0E/R03 oll A% AL GelR WScMl AAd ¥
lcloll lRQlell 28l [Qoatd «(1A Yoyl B,

HB Wl dl.adalll q.ol.99¢ (¥oll Aol ¢9) aloll ¥l
URHELRSloll 2. A3l stgens staleus (ANt UYsd oA WA
8. WRWERs{lell Mcusll slqeus slclenss] dl.13/20/2010 ol A
Aol YAl GULE ARUY olltl EIHA Sl URY scll Acucadll
glotdl RS ol olltl ol.1¥1¥ l.03/03/01¥ oll A% ELUA
2Ac, Ud 13U-9l ol AldlU UBe ot gl dal alAicll ay-2090 «ll
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88, dARUERLAl wAY Ul ot dlalg sl wuucll HWHAERS,
ddclld cll.0/0S/R01Y¥ ol A% olliYR sAcUML WA ¥ (A ol
U8 UELRS Al sltAol sAs2S(, ARl AHEL dl.11/1U/R0R1Y oll
A AUl 52dl, st sAs2W, dacllell AR.AURAL Add
ol.2¥/20%2 cll.21/03/R0%2 oll gsHYl AHAHAElU AUl IYQLEINaiL
AUR AUUA 2R ellsRalWA ol 8, ol sall gsH ScAML
AAA U Actdalofl llot Bl sIMHell WRAERCAL 0l Al dal
Uooll UYS ol WA B Ul uAs1R3{loll HoLUE Yool HRAQL AollR
ldeRell ALlldlotl caRAetl allHdl EMA Sl $WALA & dAM %
[Qciotoll 1R URXERA Aol cllRUL 855U AR ALl st 8l ¥
LAl Al URAERS(o{l Acllodet BRY VA HYR sAcUMUL WA al
W ulg dladclll A.adv9c (Yol Aol.c9) &.9-us-¥3 wR audl
¥lot UReAoll R ofl olltl ol.1¥9RY, l.03/03/209% ollHYR
scll ol HIHAAERSl dacloll dl.02/05/201% ol [@Rla Al
dlael AW, dadlllell WRAMUMREL  UUlAd  «.2%/2022
cl.R2/03/202R oll [ € scll g5 sRaUHl WA Aol WA WA
URWERSA Mol ELWAL, dAlBdRell Udluiel, clRUY idl4
ALEY daUl dHlH USRRAERIl UscAASRAl URAUHL daUl Ao
33| AMIM WUR YAcll WA HWHAAER $A3], daalrl vild dduel
Uy sclloll VA AM ¥ Y UAA WY oA YREIURCAl oY
ELMA Sl dAMY UERS olll U W$S3g AUl WA 25U d
[Aelal sal wHAAERS, daaldlal sQuaaMl AA 8 A YAol dlRQL
sl g5 sl WAA B B Aol gsMl ol ol 19¢01 .

10/90/2023 oll A% ELUE UL dl.RU/210/2023 ol A% YHIEld 4ded
8.

(5) URA-¥ Ui wRUAA UAell gsH WA UAERS( all ARsl, 1y
@Qewoy(@aute), vuelate vid sHlot HEYA [AaMA RaH-20¢(5-N)
360 FAULU R ElMA S Boll $U ol HA[UssWUARIU0/R023
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AW URY oty sRcUML wWAA ¥ el gsHl ol oo
LR dl. 1¢/0S/R0¥ oll A% EIUA UAA U dl.O¥/09/R0RY sl
A% YHIBlc YAA 8.

AH, GUAsd (oA sldsd dla uRweRs{le{l
At/ AU/ clodel 3% GrlRAeR ol AAHYR UAA Sl Auy
8cd Uy [Qewoy@Qale), wuetales(l SIEUL FRAUWYU URY ollH%R
2Ac Qa, A UER ollold 88 il 3 dsAR A Al WRWERSA
URasll, HEyd @Qewot ([Qalg), UHELALESL ALO¥/OS/R0¥all §5U
suls, HA/ssWAUARMO0/R023 ol [FEfa WA RS UM
SléUL ARy elmA 53 Ao A ele Aaell Aauell 3.

ayui, U wdoslle el elrag &, U wsuslloll sléul
Al 2 Ad olly AULle ook uu¥/0:3 dal olly wudla «loR
U¥39/2023 ol $M  cl.RWA0/R0¥ Ul dl.R¢/10/R0¥all
ottt gsHl Gsc URWERSo{l 1WYUUA U AYsd Ml
Ul 53, WRWERS(lel Yausid @8 wgala Hscll wual sguddl
WAl dl.AU/LR/0¥ ol U olwdwall-3029/9/20% 1
(Qotdark wgad U Adoslla Wscll wAa 8 Roll g5l (Aot oA
Yool 8,

U AdAsllotl cudLALoll §5H U AAYl A Aol
32 HUSAl @SR ual yan wulla wu@sFAslll Aysd el
Ul 53, WRwELRS(loll ¥NALSo WA 3013 Ylsld 83 Al %33
el dedd @otdalr Yyodiey scudl add 8 ¥ deel Al
gl ol Uslladl GslRlyds udclsel scll URWERS(A Aullell
Al yoololl HIBA 48l Wl u[sRk wRRA21-00u 36010l
200 AojUR B WA vl W ddl ol A dmun el
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AQieds ol Ysral3W HIBl WA 8 A A sAel 3601 Al
Hoclw Al el dcll ugl Azl Ayl dwucuHl uadd 8 Aux
RURGLE 8% B 2lM LRl URWELRS(A wQUAcUMl wUAA ¥, sAs22
sA3, YowoldRe(l S Wl 2Ad wURAURIL Aot Fu
ol.5/202R oll SR sclUMl WA WM §5H U dullal 9 yascll
8?7 A olled WRWERS(l gl WQUAA ¥, L g5H ollold AAA sl
Yool IR Sl ypgal 9% scll ol aoll ypral 9 sal dorR oun
olyoll ook & Ml olltl elMA 53 Ecll A USRSl wcuotelil 8 dg
RWELRZ(A Hlulls A woudd 8 Bl sl Mol dHIH YeARA
Aulal AUyl sAT Yrol Al sAseR WEHUS(, YoaololRell gsH AR
dldl ¥ dsA A Al Guil sl Aed 3 ARasl, Hya
Qewoy((Qate), uuetated{l S1éHt AHUld etd sl U3 A dla
(Qotdak AR AUl scUML A 8.7

Gscl dalletel(l (Aol raual Adl, MG ufsR R R2UA
Blcsue(l Gurae 8, [([Aaleldl Ul UHY, Al w37
W@ dl/moledlot vual 12 ddt Y, ddid el saml
A 8. M O, [Aalel drsel e5AHS WA USRIHS Uldeua
Hadl o], d ure Al 8.

[Qeautel ol (LA 51§ tRs &lal ©di, Al sl [Qauo AvaHi
RWU s3I HdolcUHl }ddl HEAott sRA 88 As Al gLl
scllHl Alelcl Rl S1RAL 32 ArlHSNell Bllclloll JUYHIRLUR
Gualldl a8 Wl slael, w2l o{lA{l ollndl Ul asa, ([Qaiel
gLl AARUAUQAYHIRIRR dld QAU 9d Udiisnledl Bldlel
UYHIRLAR GUAL of At A MR [Qareu scll %33 weus 8.
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(1) YAU 5 sl ALALs¥U¥/091UL dl.0e-0¢-202 %0l A
AUUHl WA YSLELoll §5A sHIS-3U Al 39 AR YsLELH
salldl A (QAQY Uacllsell taual Al e B. §52A sMIS-3U
U 390(l [Qotdl oA Yo &.:

‘‘Para-35 At this juncture, it is necessary to clear some misconceptions
about the RTI Act. The RTI Act provides access to all information that is
available and existing. This is clear from a combined reading of section 3
and the definitions of ‘information’ and ‘right to information’ under clauses

(f) and (j) of section 2 of the Act. If a public authority has any information
in the form of data or analyzed data, or abstracts, or statistics, an applicant
may access such information, subject to the exemptions in section 8 of the
Act. But where the information sought is not a part of the record of a public
authority, and where such information is not required to be maintained

under any law or the rules or regulations of the public authority, the Act
does not cast an obligation upon the public authority, to collect or collate

such non available information and then furnish it to an applicant. A public

authority is also not required to furnish information which require drawing
of inferences and/or making of assumptions. It is also not required to
provide ‘advice’ or ‘opinion’ to an applicant, nor required to obtain and

furnish any ‘opinion’ or ‘advice’ to an applicant. The reference to ‘opinion’

or ‘advice’ in the definition of ‘information’ in section 2(f) of the Act, only

refers to such material available in the records of the public authority.

Many public authorities have, as a public relation exercise, provide advice,
guidance and opinion to the citizens. But that is purely voluntary and should
not be confused with any obligation under the RTI Act.”

“Para-37 Indiscriminate and impractical demands or directions under RTI
Act for disclosure of all and sundry information (unrelated to transparency
and accountability in the functioning of public authorities and eradication of
corruption) would be counter-productive as it will adversely affect the
efficiency of the administration and result in the executive getting bogged
down with the non-productive work of collecting and furnishing
information. The Act should not be allowed to be misused or abused, to
become a tool to obstruct the national development and integration, or to
destroy the peace, tranquility and harmony among its citizens. Nor should it
be converted into a tool of oppression or intimidation of honest officials
striving to do their duty. The nation does not want a scenario where 75% of
the staff of public authorities spends 75% of their time in collecting and
furnishing information to applicants instead of discharging their regular
duties. The threat of penalties under the RTI Act and the pressure of the
authorities under the RTI Act should not lead to employees of a public
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authorities prioritizing "information furnishing', at the cost of their normal
and regular duties.”

(2) YRAUSE gl Aclld udld ololr YU91/2021HL dl.0R/0¢/R014

(The Institute of Chartered Accountants of India Vs. Shaunak H.
Satya & Ors)oll A% UAUHL WA YSLELoll A o125 Ui 1A Yral

WAAlSol scHl WlAA 8:

" We however agree that it is necessary to make a distinction in
regard to information intended to bring transparency, to improve
accountability and to reduce corruption, falling under section 4(1)
(b) and (c) and other information which may not have a bearing on
accountability or reducing corruption. The competent authorities
under the RTI Act will have to maintain a proper balance so that
while achieving transparency, the demand for information does not
reach unmanageable proportions affecting other public interests,
which include efficient operation of public authorities and
government, preservation of confidentiality of sensitive
information and optimum use of limited fiscal resources.”

GURASA VA olelR-2s ML AURUD sAA 8 ¥ A u@sR
AR AU g3uALolall 5120 wL U@AAHML Yo Qe opud Ag o

A we AURAAMA g3uAlol Wesiadl SIAEL Yool ULEl ¢Rdl
A,

(3) 618513, oicll (cél il W.P(C) No.845/2014H1 cll.OU/02/201¥all
A% UMl AAGAL YsLELall 5A oLA0Hl o(lA Yol Wddlsel

sclHl WA 8,

"10. Consequently, this Court deems it appropriate to refuse to
exercise its writ jurisdiction. Accordingly, present petition is
dismissed. This Court is also of the view that misuse of the RTI
Act has to be appropriately dealt with, otherwise the public would
lose faith and confidence in this "sunshine Act". A beneficent
Statute, when made a tool for mischief and abuse must be
checked in accordance with law. A copy of this order is directed to
be sent by the Registry to Defence and Law Ministry, so that they
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may examine the aspect of misuse of this Act, which confers very
important and valuable rights upon a citizen.”

(¥) WM Ol @Qatel gt “Hlddlal @SR el UYHRUR GURlloL
sclle] Ulday ulg AMcul wad 8.

(W) Al [Qaun dvaunl (@Qatel sl wUA s3lad Aaccuul 3uwdd
Al (Qatel girl sl (g) Guallol sl WA 8 A el BojdR
& 8.

(s) vRRAAHA wyuHl cwdd Asuglol G el Y(did
scloll GHEL ALl usaMli wdel wal uldat wRGansd
UYHRRUR/AU[ARIAA Gualal WA el awlat udd Alswéla
A3l 88 A AU U8 A5 o8l:

(9) A8 Ads Aol A olloll Ul ASIUA( Acuxll Y wsal
2 sclell ¥ B, ol asAul odRsl gkl A w@skR
AR AaAHA GUAVLeAl WUYHRRAR/AURRIBAA Gualol ufl Al
el wlRatl o8l A Alclell ulda wauueldl Ml Dot
AR A AswElA el i ARl 8.

(¢) AL GRL A As odRsel WA Woaoll adysoll
AUUR AAle(l Awsle RRRUA SlUReta Asi[Bd 88 WY taulal ol
Aal gsHl sallHl A, wAdLell gsH [A3g (Aauel gl slesldul
scUHl wWAA  AURALYLA . 1¢¥15-2023, dl.0Y-01-20Usll
g5l “slales” scuul wWad 8.

(€) sllges ARAAHA UYWL WQUCAL ojAULR, AHL widdl [l
R Yt ol Audiol UEAAMA GRAA R sRclloll guR (Aauel
GlRL UHIQRR R saUldl A dg spndg o sllaud
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RlA 8.

(10) lall ANHL [Qalel gl % sRaudl wadl wudlerslRaed)
YHIRL [ad 59 ot %330 QU 8 ua Al GelRdlyds Nl
gRU A5 3AsR  aAdHl ayul Ay R(eR)  eye's" ol
AR Ydd AUlctotll [Qatelotl (Bauml wRAR swlatdl wd 8.
AUl dAHIH ALRSL gl %l 1(R) AR} scHL A Al ULl
Adlatdl dot vllRals ! UM Ocl, dHH RSl gl HUBdl
AURsR wERAAU 3501 YU scMl wddl gl Sleuell da
AR AAHA uyuHl ealdd wedl wal wRNotl Wuatdl wad
dallEdl wucle(l" 8 Ul dgal, @Qatel st wld ax wddl
AURsR wUBAAU dsnoll 1(wR) wuWA ady weudl dldl ©di,
RN GlRL sletoll duss (Aatelott Braunt wd ax wEdl wu@siR
AURRAAU o0l 1(01R) WU GERAIYS YUHIQRIR dwelalHl
ud 8.

Gsd ([Qotdl el @gal woL gl [Aateld ollA Yoo uEl
ALUCUHL 2d 8

(1) yddd gsMell Afluell uds 3Qos2 avul wdl w@s?
URAAMU o0 AyUl dy 1R WU 53 Asld.

() vl us RYUL ayul dy A usWa ANl ua ayul ay
Y(uid) YarRAHL W@l uioll asid.

(3) Urgct gsHoll AW olle &R AHSAA sRcUuHl Aadl uAs
U UL A (1A Yorololl olidgul vutuctel @4,

cal UHI@d sl A 8 ¥, ol gkl e
o U-299¢-202% A B-293¢-20¥HL dlL01/0R/20U ol A%
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sl A g5H AR, A 1(UR) U8l Urdd wRWell sUls
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NCCIGIERNE

A%Usll dAMIH I AlHSOoll 132 UR Al w50 ua
yan Al Adl@sZla weuaanl 2d 8 3, wAdtell Gsd gsH
uHld [Qeuel st oiduil wuadl wadd o da ¥ 1R Ul ay
AvALUL ARYU Y sallMl WAA &l dl, ligu] ducul A o

Slalloll SREIUR AolAUcl 1R YUl dy AvalMl R WY s
dlelloll sIRRMUR [Qalelell MR €53 sRaUHL AW Aal Aol [Aaela
8L ScUHL A

RO glRL AR sRucadl A 8 ¥, oLl Yrdgd §sMell

oSG RA¥A UBBRell dHiH (Aol Aal (AU sclsoll 3R
Atdsnal WsAl UL, Aol AHEA scll ML wRllclallHl La.

AULRADL gLl %YRIRA YRUAcUML A 8 3§, WALl Yrdd §5H
ale, % Al olly wla/sRalea Acdot ool s el WUl [Qalel
GlRL GUR Yololl olidul Ul WAA of fla WAl A gl As
QoS avul 1R Yl ay uRY sl wdl sl dl, 1(wR) ¥l ay
wAL Aoitui wAd Aule(l olly wudlevsRae Youlapll e
scllo{l 3N otel. wcll A llersRae esd? 83, Aell @Qarélal el
gaHl wa.

Gscl (Aot oud2 HUEA u@sdl gL vl 3waAa
R/ uytRell @Qotdl tauadl Adl, 93 HBAl wu@sidl [@Qzs
AR AHAl sAH-20(1) VoAUl 20(R) d60 slaldl sclle(l 3
Qatela W ¥ andR Yscclloll uld ULl A ctulat ol
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“Para-35 At this juncture, it is necessary to clear some misconceptions
about the RTI Act. The RTI Act provides access to all information that is
available and existing. This is clear from a combined reading of section
3 and the definitions of ‘information’ and ‘right to information’ under
~ clauses (f) and (j) of section 2 of the Act. If a public authority has any
“information in the form of data or analyzed data, or abstracts, or
statistics, an applicant may |access such information, subject to the
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exemptions in section 8 of the Act. But where the information sought is
not a part of the record of a public authority, and where such
information is not required to be maintained under any law or the rules
or regulations of the public authority, the Act does not cast an obligation

upon the public authority, to collect or collate such non available

information and then furnish it to an applicant. A public authority is also

not required to furnish information which require drawing of inferences
and/or making of assumptions. It is also not required to provide ‘advice’
or ‘opinion’ to an applicant, nor required to obtain and furnish any
'opinion’ or ‘advice’ to an applicant. The reference to ‘opinion’ or
‘advice’ in the definition of ‘information’ in section 2(f) of the Act, only
refers to such material available in the records of the public authority.
Many public authorities have, as a public relation exercise, provide
advice, guidance and opinion to the citizens. But that is purely voluntary
and should not be confused with any obligation under the RTI Act.”

"Para-37 Indiscriminate and impractical demands or directions under
RTI Act for disclosure of all and sundry information (unrelated to
transparency and accountability in the functioning of public authorities
and eradication of Corruption) would be counter-productive as it will
adversely affect the efficiency of the administration and result in the
executive getting bogged down with the non-productive work of
collecting and furnishing information. The Act should not be allowed to

be misused or abused, to become a tool to obstruct the national

development and integration, or to destroy_the peace,_tranquility_and
harmony_among_its citizens. Nor should it be converted into a tool of

oppression or intimidation of honest officials striving_to do their duty.

The nation does not want a scenario where 75% of the staff of public

authorities spends 75% of their time in_collecting_and furnishing
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information to applicants instead of discharging their regular duties. The
threat of penalties under the RTI Act and the pressure of the authorities
under the RT! Act should not lead to employees of a public authorities

prioritizing_information furnishing’,_at the cost of their normal and
regular duties.”
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w2 RQaurew sl 33 waus 8.
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51(5-3U el 330{l oLl Ul g5HMl woUG elaaiii waAd B.

] yRuse Gl3L dlld Ul olo1R
UU(09/2094 ML dl.0R/0¢/204%  (The Institute of Chartered
Accountants of India Vs. Shaunak H. Satya & Ors)ell 1%
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" We however agree that it is necessary to make a distinction in
regard to information intended to bring transparency, to improve
accountability and to reduce corruption, falling under section 4(1)
(b) and (c) and other information which may not have a bearing on
accountability or reducing corruption. The competent authorities
under the RTI Act will have to maintain a Rroper balance so that
while achieving transparency, the demand for information does not
reach unmanageable proportions affecting_other public interests,
which _include efficient operation of public authorities and
government, _preservation of confidentiality of sensitive information
and optimum use of limited fiscal resources "

GURASd VA olelr-25 Hi U U 620 D ¥ WA @82
AR £IULeAl 5123 2L WRRAHML Yot Rayx oHld Ag
ol AA d H uBRaHA g3uol wesladl SlAEL H¥ 6l UILEAL
CEETRAEENE

(3) a&wsle, ol Redl g2 W.P(C) No0.845/2014ui
ALOWOR/R0¥atl A% UIUAMHL WAL YSLELotL 5521 o101l (2
Yr o WAEAlSo UM A D,

"10. Consequently, this Court deems it appropriate to refuse to
exercise its writ jurisdiction. Accordingly, present petition is
d‘i'smissed. This Court is also of the view that misuse of the RTI
Act has 'to be appropriately dealt with, otherwise the public would
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lose faith and confidence in this "sunshine Act’. A beneficent
Statute, when made a tool for mischief and abuse must be
checked in accordance with law. A copy of this order is directed to
be sent by the Registry to Defence and Law Ministry, so that they
may examine the aspect of misuse of this Act, which confers very

important and valuable rights upon a citizen."
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